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COE welcomes new faculty in fall 2022
August 29, 2022
Georgia Southern University’s College of Education (COE) is excited to welcome nine new
faculty members to the College team this semester. New faculty members for fall 2022 include:
Jarvais Jackson, Ph.D., is an assistant professor of elementary education and culturally
responsive pedagogy in the Department of Elementary and Special Education. Jackson recently
completed his Ph.D. in Teaching And Learning from the University of South Carolina. A 2021
semi finalist for the National Academy of Education’s (NAEd) Spencer Dissertation Fellowship
award, Jackson completed his dissertation on “Africanizing the Curriculum: African Diaspora
Literacy Instruction in Elementary Classrooms.” He earned an M.Ed. in Divergent Learning
from Columbia College as well as a bachelor’s in elementary education from Winthrop
University, both in South Carolina. His career experiences include teaching in elementary and
middle school classrooms and most recently serving as director for the Center for the Education
and Equity of African American Students in Columbia, SC where he sought funding for the
Center, managed daily operations, developed programming and curriculum while maintaining
networks with P-20 educators and policymakers. Jackson’s recent publications include topics
such as Afrocentrism in critical language and literacy teaching, race mentoring, and maintaining
black immigrant racial identities.
Jackson is located on the Armstrong Campus, University Hall 258.
Hui Jin, Ph.D., is an associate professor of science education in the Department of Middle
Grades and Secondary Education. Jin taught physics in a vocational high school in China for 11
years prior to earning her Ph.D. in Curriculum, Teaching and Educational Policy (with a focus on
science education) from Michigan State University. Jin served as an assistant professor of
science education at Ohio State University where she taught undergraduate and graduate level
courses. Jin joined Educational Testing Service in 2015, where she was promoted to senior
research scientist in 2018. Jin has co-directed and served as principal investigator on grants
totaling more than $2 million. Her articles were selected for the National Science Teacher
Association (NSTA) Reading List by National Association for Research in Science Teaching
(NARST) in 2013 and 2016. Jin served on the editorial board of Journal of Research in Science
Teaching, as an associate editor for Eurasia Journal of Mathematics, Science and Technology
Education, and on the review panel for NSF and IES. Her research interests include learning
progressions, environmental literacy, secondary science teaching, mathematical thinking in
science, technologically enhanced science assessment, and cross-cultural research on science
teaching and learning.
Jin is located on the Armstrong Campus, University Hall 232.
Alesia Moldavan, Ph.D., is an assistant professor of elementary mathematics and science in the
Department of Elementary and Special Education. She joins Georgia Southern from Fordham
University in New York, where she served as an assistant professor in mathematics education.

Moldavan is returning to the state of Georgia where she completed her master’s and doctorate
degrees in mathematics education from Georgia State University and her bachelor’s degree in
mathematics education from the University of Georgia. She also holds graduate certificates in
international education and qualitative research. Moldavan taught in Atlanta-area schools for
over four years before joining the staff at Georgia State where she served as an elementary
STEM instructor and university supervisor. Her most recent publications include topics on
culturally responsive pedagogy in STEM, digital learning tools and platforms to promote
pedagogy and well-being in teacher education, and urban teachers’ perspectives on mathematics
instruction during COVID-19. She is also an editor of the Journal of Urban Mathematics
Education.
Moldavan is located on the Armstrong Campus, University Hall 266.
LaPortia Mosley, M.Ed., is a Double Eagle alumna and an instructor of elementary education in
the Department of Elementary and Special Education. A former visiting instructor of elementary
and special education in 2021, Mosley re-joins the College this year in a permanent faculty
position. Mosley earned a bachelor’s and master’s degree in early childhood education from
Georgia Southern, and also holds a gifted in-field certification. A classroom teacher with 12
years of experience, Mosley has taught in both special education and elementary education
classrooms across Southeast Georgia including Hinesville, Swainsboro, Lyons and Statesboro.
Skilled in Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS), Mosley has served as leadership
in several schools to provide PBIS support and guidelines. Proactively seeking external support
for her initiatives, Mosley has been awarded 11 DonorsChoose educational grants for classroom
projects. During her tenure in the classroom, Mosley hosted Georgia Southern COE student
teachers and provided mentorship as their clinical associate teacher.
Mosley is located on the Statesboro Campus, COE 4104.
Bailey Nafziger, Ed.D., is an assistant professor of elementary science education in the
Department of Elementary and Special Education. Recently completing her Ed.D. in Leadership
and Practice from the University of North Dakota in spring 2022, Nafziger worked in middle
school science classrooms for seven years prior to becoming a gifted specialist for second to
sixth grade students. She earned a master’s in science education from Northern Arizona
University and a bachelor’s in elementary education from the College of St. Scholastica in
Minnesota. Nafziger’s research interests include gifted pedagogy and culturally relevant science
pedagogy.
Nafziger is located on the Statesboro Campus, COE 4141.
Erin Piedmont, Ph.D., is an assistant professor of elementary social studies education in the
Department of Elementary and Special Education. Piedmont joins Georgia Southern from the
University of North Alabama where she taught undergraduate and graduate courses and also
served as an internship supervisor. She earned a Ph.D. in Social Studies Education from Purdue
University where she focused her research on critical citizenship education. She earned both a
master’s degree in literacy studies and dual undergraduate degrees in elementary and special
education from the University of Nevada, Reno. Piedmont has published research on inquiry-

based learning in teacher education, civic identity development, and participatory literacy
practices.
Piedmont is located on the Armstrong Campus, University Hall 239.
Robert Prosser, Ed.D., is an instructor of elementary education in the Department of
Elementary and Special Education. Prosser earned his Ed.D. in Organizational Leadership from
Nova Southeastern University where he completed his dissertation on “Developing a Program to
Improve the Morale of Inner-City Elementary School Faculty.” Additionally, Prosser earned an
Ed.S. in Educational Leadership and M.S. in Elementary Education from Nova Southeastern.
Prosser has both experience in the elementary school classroom as well as faculty and
administrative roles in the public school system and higher education including instructor,
director of clinical supervision and internship placement, academic manager of curriculum
development, and behavioral health therapist.
Prosser is located on the Armstrong Campus, University Hall 268.
Ceren Ocak, Ph.D., is an associate professor of instructional technology in the Department of
Leadership, Technology and Human Development. A native of Turkey, Ocak earned a
bachelor’s degree in elementary education and master’s in curriculum and instruction from
Middle East Technical University in Ankara before coming to the United States to study at the
University of Georgia (UGA). At UGA, Ocak completed a Ph.D. in Learning, Design and
Technology, where she received a research grant for innovative and interdisciplinary research.
Her research focuses on embodied learning, ecological embodiment, and computer science
education. Ocak has experience developing curriculum for K-12 students as well as game design
and development. She is a co-author of Learning and the body: A handbook for designing
embodied learning experiences with and through technology, which is currently under review
with Routledge.
Ocak is located on the Statesboro Campus, COE 3110.
Rachael Smith, Ed.D., is a clinical assistant professor of middle grades and secondary education
in the Department of Middle Grades and Secondary Education. Smith earned an Ed.D. in
Curriculum and Instruction from Kansas State University where she also earned her
undergraduate degree in secondary education in English and language arts (ELL). Smith also
holds a master’s in secondary education in ELL from the University of Kansas. She brings over
13 years of experience including high school language arts teacher, educational technology
integration specialist, school district curriculum and instructional coach, and instructional
technology instructor and university supervision of student teachers. Smith’s recent publications
include topics such as culturally sustaining pedagogy and instruction.
Smith is located on the Armstrong Campus, University Hall 205.
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College of Education 2022 Jack Miller Award
winners announced
August 29, 2022
The Jack Miller Faculty Awards are given annually to recognize Georgia Southern University
College of Education (COE) faculty for demonstrated excellence in the areas of teaching, service
and/or scholarship. Awards can be given in each area along with an additional Educator of the
Year Award, which recognizes scholarship in all three of the considered areas.
For the 2022-2023 academic year, four COE faculty members received Jack Miller Awards
including Shelli Casler-Failing, Ph.D., Kristen Dickens, Ph.D., Mete Akcaoglu, Ph.D., and
Taylor Norman, Ph.D.
The Jack Miller Educator of the Year was presented to Shelli
Casler-Failing, Ph.D., associate professor of middle grades and
secondary mathematics education. The Educator of the Year is
an accolade that is presented to the COE faculty member who
demonstrates excellence in all three of the areas of the Jack
Miller awards including teaching, scholarship and creative
activity as well as service. Casler-Failing joined the COE in
2017 where she serves as the program director of both the
M.Ed. in Middle Grades Education and M.Ed. in Secondary
Education. The recipient of the Faculty Service Award, Faculty
Development Award, and the University Faculty Research Seed
Grant, Casler-Failing is active in researching and investigating
mathematics education through the use of LEGO robotics,
STEM education, and the preparation of student teachers for
mathematics education. Active in the regional schools, CaslerFailing has provided numerous robotics sessions to teachers and
participates in College and University events to promote the use
of robotics and technology in mathematics education.
Recent publications authored by Casler-Failing include a robotics article in The International
Journal for Technology in Mathematics Education, a co-authored article on a STEM afterschool

program in Current Issues in Middle Level Education, and a co-authored article on social justice
curriculum in STEM education in the Journal of Educational Research and Practice.
Associate Professor of Counselor Education Kristen Dickens,
Ph.D., was awarded the 2022 Jack Miller Award for Teaching.
Dickens joined the College in 2015, and teaches master’s level
courses in clinical mental health counseling. A Licensed
Professional Counselor (LPC) in Georgia, Approved Clinical
Supervisor (ACS), and National Board Certified Counselor
(NCC), she also serves as the faculty advisor for the
University’s Gamma Sigma chapter of Chi Sigma Iota
International Professional Academic Honor Society (CSI) for
counseling. While at Georgia Southern, Dickens has pursued
several service opportunities aligned with her commitment
increasing awareness and action related to diversity, equity, and
inclusion in counseling and the university community. She has
served the public school community as well as the City of
Statesboro as a diversity trainer and consultant and is an active
leader in the International Association for Counseling. Her
pedagogy is centered on promoting counselor development and
understanding of best multicultural and ethical clinical practices to aid clients in their mental
health journeys.
The recipient of the 2022 Jack Miller Award for Scholarship
and Creative Activity is Mete Akcaoglu, Ph.D., professor of
instructional technology. An eight-year veteran in the College,
Akcaoglu is completing a two year National Science Foundation
(NSF) grant entitled “Project GAME: Developing and Piloting a
Game Design-Based Computer Science Curriculum.” The
$299,895 grant provided Akcaoglu the opportunity to
implement game design curriculum into middle school
classrooms at DeRenne, Metter, and Screven Middle Schools as
well as the STEAM Academy in Bulloch County. Through the
efforts of Project GAME, Akcaoglu and grant team members
have reached over 300 rural middle school students. Akcaoglu
is also a grant team member for the $500,000 funded GEER II
Grant for addressing literacy learning loss in K-5 students
through tutoring from regional college students.
Recent publications by Akcaoglu include an article on computer programming in middle schools
in the journal Computers in the Schools as well as children’s problem-solving strategies in
solving game-besd logic problems in The International Journal of Technology in Education and
Science. His research focuses on the design and evaluation of technology-rich and innovative
learning environments for developing critical thinking skills in K-12 children, particularly in

using game-design activities as a means of scaffolding students’ problem solving skills and
STEM interests.
Taylor Norman, Ph.D., associate professor of middle grades
and secondary English education, received the 2022 Jack Miller
Award for Service. Co-chair of the National Youth Resilience
and Advocacy (NYAR) Conference since 2019, Norman
assisted the University’s longest running and largest conference
through a name change and virtual offerings through the
pandemic. Since joining the College in 2018, she has also
assisted in hosting and planning several events with SavannahChatham County Public Schools (SCCPSS) and the Chatham
County community including “L.O.V.E. is the Answer
Workshop” for SCCPSS school resource officers, police and
probation officers focusing on implicit bias, race and policing,
as well as “Bridging the Gap,” a SCCPS Campus Policy
outreach to students and families support effort.
Recent publications by Norman include “Critical Friendship as
Vital to the Development of RPCK,” published in Social Studies
Research and Practice as well as “Methods of a Narrative Inquirist: Storying the Endured
Teacher Identity,” published in The Qualitative Report.
About Jack Miller
Jack Miller was the former Dean of the College of Education at Georgia Southern. He endowed
the Jack Miller Faculty Awards in 1994 after leaving to accept the position of Dean of the
College of Education at Florida State University. Miller retired in 2016 from his position as the
President of Central Connecticut State University. Miller passed away in April 2018, leaving
behind a legacy as a passionate and dedicated leader in higher education across the nation.
For more information about the Jack Miller Awards or to view past recipients, visit
https://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/awards/
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Huling is College of Education’s ‘Instructor
of the Year’
August 29, 2022
Heather Huling, clinical instructor of elementary education,
has been named the recipient of the Georgia Southern
University College of Education’s (COE) 2022 Non-Tenure
Track Faculty Award in Teaching and Service.
Huling joined the College in 2015, and serves as the
coordinator for Curriculum and Internship I blocks, where
she works to ensure comparable quality in all sections of the
courses, engages in training new and returning faculty, and
revises and updates course materials related to practicum
courses.
“Mrs. Huling’s service to the BSED Elementary Education
program through her coordinator role is tremendous,” said
Yasar Bodur, interim associate dean for curriculum,
instruction and initial educator preparation. “We rely
heavily on the program directors and block coordinators in
implementing this program, and Mrs. Huling has been an
essential part of this team.”
As a clinical instructor, Huling has a significant role in supervising Georgia Southern teaching
candidates in their senior semesters in field experiences. Over the last three years, she has also
led course revisions due to COVID, the removal of the edTPA requirement, and the rising need
for technology integration. Huling has also incorporated certifications that grow and enhance the
skill set of the seniors in her seminar course including Google Level 1 Certification, dyslexia
training, and mandated reporter training.
Earlier this year, Huling was named a University Award of Excellence recipient in the area of
academic excellence, recognizing individuals who promote educational opportunities or
resources that stimulate students’ academic progression and graduation.
In a support letter written by former student Emily Bannister, Huling was described as teaching
“one of the most influential lessons” Bannister had ever been taught.
“Mrs. Huling modeled what it is like to be a flexible, understanding and kindhearted teacher,”
wrote Bannister. “Now being a first year teacher, Mrs. Huling continues to be an influential
person in my life. She is someone I can always count on being there to listen and give me advice,
no matter if it is about the good, the bad or the ugly. Being a new teacher, I have been very
thankful to have a support person cheering me on each step of the way. Heather Huling is the

true definition of a good, dedicated, and impactful teacher and leader. She not only wants her
students to succeed during the time in her class but in life.”
Huling is a current doctoral candidate in the Ed.D. Curriculum Studies program at Georgia
Southern, where she is focusing on multicultural education and social justice.
The Instructor/Lecturer Faculty Award in Teaching and Service Award, created in 2020,
recognizes and rewards non-tenure track faculty who have demonstrated excellence in the areas
of teaching and service. Non-tenure track faculty who have completed at least three years of
service in the College are eligible for consideration. Evaluation criteria include consistent,
successful service activities, diverse service, uncompensated service, evaluations of teaching,
evidence of professional development, engagement in curricular activities, and collaborative
work with P-12 educators.
The Instructor/Lecturer Faculty Award in Teaching and Service Award is funded by donor
support to the College of Education. Donations can be made to the COE Instructor/Lecturer
Faculty Award in Teaching and Service Award by designating donations to fund GS4502.
Posted in Faculty Highlights
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Faculty receive tenure, promotion
August 29, 2022
The College of Education would like to congratulate the following faculty on their successful
tenure and/or promotion effective August 1, 2022.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elizabeth Barrow, Ed.D., Associate Professor of Middle Grades and Secondary Social
Studies Education
Shelli Casler-Failing, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Middle Grades and Secondary
Mathematics Education
Mete Akcaoglu, Ph.D., Professor of Instructional Technology
Carl “Kip” Sorgen, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Educational Leadership
Steve Tolman, Ed.D., Associate Professor of Higher Education Administration
Peggy Shannon-Baker, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Educational Research
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Thaler receives the 2022 Betty-Ware Wray
Staff Award
August 29, 2022
The Betty-Ware Wray staff award is given
annually to a College of Education (COE)
staff member who has excelled in their job
performance as well as University service.
During the College’s annual meeting on
August 3, Mary Thaler, administrative
assistant for the Center for STEM
Education was named the 2022 recipient.

Mary Thaler is pictured (on the right) with a replica NASA spacesuit
during the Center’s NASA Day hosted on the Armstrong Campus in
Savannah.

Festival in Savannah.

Thaler joined the COE’s Center for STEM
Education (i2STEMed) in January 2018
where she assists with programming and
grant-funded projects as well as maintains
the Center’s budget. She has assisted with
planning and coordination of summer
camps such as Eagle Experience, a marine
science experience; Hop To It, a
herpetology camp for girls; and
Our2Swamp, a development experience for
teachers. She also organizes STEM Field
Experiences, manages the Center’s School
Outreach program lending materials and
equipment to schools, and assists with
many STEM outreach projects including
STEM Nights at regional schools and
showcasing the Science To-Go mobile unit
at events such as CoastFest, the Dahlonega
Science Festival, and Girl Scouts STEM

“I know I can rely on Mary to answer questions, make decisions, and ensure timely responses,”
said i2STEMed Coordinator Kania Greer, Ed.D. “She is not only a colleague but a true friend and
makes coming to work fun each and every day.”
During the height of the pandemic, Thaler and Greer completed an underwater remote operated
vehicle (ROV) course through the Marine Advanced Technology Education (MATE) group to
enhance their knowledge in circuitry, engineering, and physics that it takes to build an
underwater ROV from scratch. With this knowledge, the duo have been able to assist and train
coaches of local teams hoping to compete in the MATE ROV competitions.
“Mary started a robotics team at Metter High School, which is a small, rural school,” said Greer.
“The school would not have been able to afford to hire someone to do this, and Mary donated her
time outside of work to train teachers how to coach robotics, and she continues to be involved
with the club today.”
.In addition to her work responsibilities, Thaler
is currently completing a bachelor’s in graphic
design at Georgia Southern. She holds an
associate’s of design from The Art Institute of
Atlanta. Utilizing her natural creative ability,
Thaler creates many of the Center’s graphics and
designs from scratch, and is known for crafting
interactive bulletin boards and displays for the
Center and College.
“Mary routinely goes above and beyond to help
students, faculty, and staff,” said Greer. “The
Center for STEM Education would not be where
it is today with the dedication Mary has had to
fulfilling our mission. Her extra hours and
weekend work are a key to making this office
work. She knows the ins and outs of this office
and has formed connections with teachers that
help the Center succeed.”

Mary Thaler (right) and Kania Greer, Ed.D., completing the
MATE ROV course

Staff members are nominated for the Betty-Ware
Wray Award by COE faculty, staff and students,
and the nominations are reviewed by the
College’s Staff Advisory Council.

For a complete list of award recipients visit https://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/awards/
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Teacher education faculty create a
makerspace for students on Statesboro
Campus
August 29, 2022

Pictured (l-r): Ariel Cornett, Ph.D., Montana Smithey, Ph.D., Kania Greer, Ed.D., and Regina
McCurdy, Ph.D.
Prior to the recent opening of the Re-Creation Room, a makerspace in the College of Education
(COE) on the Statesboro Campus of Georgia Southern University, faculty members from teacher
preparation programs Ariel Cornett, Ph.D., Regina McCurdy, Ph.D., and Montana Smithey,
Ph.D., were individually collecting materials such as empty milk cartons, paper towel rolls and
fabric scraps and temporarily storing the materials in their homes, offices, and even trunks of
their vehicles as they implemented their own makerspace activities for their education classes.

The faculty enlisted the help of Kania Greer, Ed.D., coordinator of the COE’s Center for STEM
Education, and the makerspace quickly transformed from an idea to a reality. After upcycling old
shelving, frames and materials she could find, Greer passionately took on the project and
transformed a former computer lab on the third floor (room 3157) of the College of Education
classroom building on the Statesboro Campus into a bright, fun makerspace that was fully
operational by the start of the fall 2022 semester.
“It’s neat because a lot of people are aware of the maker movement in regards to DIY [do it
yourself] such as crafting and home improvement,” explained Cornett. “The pandemic made this
even more of a day-to-day reality as we were quarantined in our homes and learning more about
how to enhance our living spaces. However, makerspaces have been learning settings in K-12
schools and higher education institutions for a while. The makerspace is distinct from DIY
because it provides the opportunity for the creation of a physical artifact representing a concept.
You are also taking part in the making with a community of fellow makers, and then, you are
sharing that process and final artifact as the concluding stage of the learning process.”
A makerspace may come in many forms, but at its simplest, it includes recyclable materials
along with tools that allow makers the opportunity to re-imagine, re-design and re-create
projects. Often the goal is a shared learning experience with classmates while building
community. The Re-Creation Room, or the “Re-C Room” for short, specializes in providing
easily accessible items that could be collected in education settings for project creation.
“A makerspace environment allows us as teachers to utilize students’ existing skills and
knowledge,” explained McCurdy. “If all students do is take notes and take tests, not all of their
skills are being used or shown off. I like to use this type of environment as a way to help future
teachers, by showing them different types of learning and also making sure that all students have
access to a space like this.”
When it comes to utilizing maker activities in the classroom, the founding faculty and staff prove
that any discipline can get involved. Cornett is a social studies teacher educator. McCurdy is a
science teacher educator. Smithey is a math teacher educator, and Greer offers K-20 STEM
programming and activities. All four of these individuals have already found the Re-C Room to
be of great use for their classes and activities in the first weeks of the semester.
“Makerspaces provide active and high-level engagement,” said Smithey. “Often when it comes
to math education, we see passive learners. However, when students can participate in a
‘making’ activity, something as simple as showing what they are learning about teaching math,
the level of engagement is almost always 100%. So we are showing our preservice teachers the
makerspace as a part of pedagogy, an instructional choice, regardless of the content area you are
in.”
Thinking you might want to try out the space, or even donate some materials for the Re-C
Room?
“We are hosting open maker days in the Re-C Room where we invite anyone to join us and
create,” said Greer. “The next open maker day will be September 13 from 3:30 – 7 p.m., and the

theme is Hispanic Heritage Month. We are co-hosting this event with the COE student group
Educators of Color.”
Anyone interested in donating items to the Re-C Room can drop off materials to the COE Dean’s
Offices, located in University Hall, suite 297 in Savannah or College of Education, suite 1100 in
Statesboro.
To reserve the Re-C Room, complete the Statesboro ISRC Lab Request Form here:
https://coe.georgiasouthern.edu/isrc/reservations/
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Dressing for success
August 29, 2022

COE provides access to professional wear for education majors in field placements
The College of Education (COE) is piloting a clothing donation and supply operation this fall on
the Armstrong Campus in Savannah. Prioritizing students who are seniors and working in their
classroom field placements, the program hopes to provide students with an option to select
professional, business attire at no cost to assist in meeting the COE and school-based dress codes
for working in PK-12 classrooms.
“The COE clothes closet complements the Office of Career and Professional Development
initiatives,” said program organizer Janel Smith, Ed.D. “Through the university wide office,
students can receive support for graduation and job searches including practice interviews,
resume help, and a suit/formal attire for interviews. The Statesboro Campus also has some
limited business professional attire available for students.”
Smith, a senior lecturer of middle grades and secondary science education on the Armstrong
Campus, said she observed a need for additional support for students to meet the necessary
professional wear requirements for the classroom. The initiative started with just a simple request
to fellow faculty and staff in the College as well as friends in the local community.

“We want to model what professional wear looks like for the classroom as well as ensure that no
student feels that their wardrobe is a barrier to performing well in their field experiences while
completing their degree,” she said.
The closet is taking donations from faculty, staff, and the community. Items requested include
slacks, skirts, dresses, sport coats, ties, shoes and additional business attire. Donation items can
be dropped off at the COE Dean’s Offices on the Armstrong Campus (University Hall, Suite
297) or on the Statesboro Campus (COE, Suite 1100) as well as the Office of Career and
Professional Development on the Armstrong Campus in the Student Success Center.
Emails will be sent to education majors with available days and times (as well as the location of
where) the closet will be open.
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